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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  of  the 
KINGS WOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  of  the  SANITARY  STATE 
of  the  DISTRICT  for  the  YEAR  182l. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1921. 

The  population  of  this  district  according  to  the  latest 
census  return  of  1921  has  been  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  at  13,210. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  2,657. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  3,060. 
Rateable  value  £32,600. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £135.  8.  4. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  b,irthq  registered  during  the  year  was  391, 
161  males,  130  females,  which  includes  3 illegitimate  males 
and  4 illegitimate  females.  The  Birth-rate  was  22.2  per 
1000  of  the  population,  which  is  practically  the  same  a3  that 
for  England  and  Wales,  which  was  22.4. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  1921  was  139, 
making  a death-rate  of  10.5,  This  is  lower  than  the  death- 
rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  was  12.1.  Persons  actually 
dying  in  the  district  numbered  105  which  would  make-  a still 
lower  deathr&te,  namely  7.9. 

Only  one  death  was  recorded  in  consequence  of  childbirth, 
and  this  was  due  to  puerperal  septicaemia. 

There  were  21  infants  died,  making  an  infantile  death-rate 
of  72.1  per  1000  births  registered.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  83, 

Deaths  from  Measles  - none. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  - none. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  - 6. 

The  highest  mortality  rate  during  the  year  occurred  in 
February  when  the  death-rate  rose  to  10.2  per  1000.  The 
lowest  death-rate  occurred  during  June,  July,  August  and 
October  when  4 deaths  only  were  registered  in  the  4-week 
period.  October  was  specially  remarkable  in  this  respect, 
as  it  is  a month  in  which  the  death-rate  is  expected  to  rise. 
During  the  4 weeks  ending  29th  October  there  were  only  4 
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deaths  registered,  and  during  a fortnight  of  the  same  period 
no  deaths  at  all  were  registered. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year 

Diphtheria  - 47  cases,  17  of  these  were  treated  in 

hospital,  and  6 cases  died. 

Scarlet  Fever  - 10  cases,  1 was  sent  to  hospital,  no 

deaths. 

Puerperal  Fever  - 1 case,  which  was  treated  in  hospital 
and  died. 

Erysipelas  - 9 cases,  1 admitted  to  hospital;  no  deaths 

Encephalitis  lethargica  - 3 cases,  both  of  which  died. 

Anterior  poliomyelitis  - 1 case,  which  was  admitted  to 
hospital  and  recovered. 

Tuberculosis.  There  were  21  cases,  16  of  which  were 
pulmonary,  and  5 other  types,  including  2 of  tubercular 
meningitis.  There  were  15  deaths,  11  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis and  4 from  other  forms  of  the  disease. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  There  were  3 cases  notified,  2 
of  which  were  removed  to  hospital.  There  were  no  cases  of 
impaired  vision,  and  no  deaths. 


(1)  The  epidemic  of  influenza,  which  characterised  the 
opening  2 months  of  1922,  had  begun  towards  the  end  of  1921, 
and  a full  report  of  the  epidemic  will  be  a subject  of  the 
annual  report  of  1922. 

(2)  The  most  remarkable  feature  of  the  year  in  regard 
to  infectious  diseases  was  the  widespread  occurrence  of 
diphtheria  which  affected  this  and  neighbouring  districts. 

The  total  number  of  notified  cases  of  this  disease  during  the 
year  was  47,  which  contrasts  very  unfavourably  with  previous 
year 8 when  the  totals  were  about  a quarter  of  that  figure. 
Cases  cropped  up  throughout  the  year,  but  occurred  in  the 
greatest  number  in  the  months  of  March,  October,  November  and 
December.  Most  of  the  cases  were  reported  frost  the  Hanham 
portion  of  the  district  where  an  outbreak  took  place  in  March 
This  outbreak,  it  may  %e  said,  was  originated  by  children 
living  outside  the  district  but  attending  the  Samuel  ’White 
schools.  This  school  was  closed  from  April  18th  to  May  9th. 1 2 
The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  School  were  thoroughly 
investigated  by  our  own  inspector  in  co-operation  with  the 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  County,  and  were  found 
sati sfactory.  No  cause,  accordingly,  was  found  in  that 
direction  for  the  outbreak.  In  July  the  throats  and  noses 
of  both  pupils  and  teachers  were  swabbed,  and  it  was  found 
there  were  6 suspected  carriers,  4 nasal,  and  2 throat. 

These  carriers  were  excluded  and  not  allowed  to  return  till 
control  swabs  indicated  freedom  from  infection.  In  spite  of 
these  precautions  this  disease  was  not  completely  checked, 
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further  cases  occurring  in  the  later  months  of  the  year. 
Antitoxin  was  administreed  where  deemed  necessary  and  no 
doubt  the  small  mortality  from  this  dread  disease  (only  6 
deaths  in  the  year)  is  to  be  credited  to  the  effectiveness 
of  the  Council's  policy  in  supplying  antitoxin  gratis. 

With  regard  to  other  infectious  diseases  X can 
fortunately  give  a more  favourable  report.  There  were 
only  10  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  none  of  which  proved  fatal, 
and  measles  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 


NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Hospitals  and  other  institutions  available  for  the 
district . 

Professional  nursing  in  the  home.  This  is  to  a great 
extent  provided  by  the  Kingswood  Nursing  Association  Staff. 

Midwives.  There  are  no  midwives  employed  by  the  Public 

Health  Authority.  About  4 or  5 midwives  practice  in  the 
diet  rict . 


MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

The  work  of  this  centre  continued  to  progress.  The 
weekly  attendances  were  well  kept  up.  The  Centre  deals  not 
only  with  children  in  the  Kingswood  area,  but  also  with  3uch 
children  living  in  the  city  area  a3  are  within  convenient 
range.  The  work  is  being  carried  on  voluntarily,  and  some 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  maintaining  an  adequate  staff  of 
voluntary  helpers. 

No  other  Clinics  are  held  in  the  district. 


HOSPITALS. 


There  is  one  hospital  in  the  district,  namely  the  hospital 
in  Fisher  Lane  for  smallpox  cases,  capable  of  accommodating  6 
patients.  I an  pleased  to  say  that  for  several  years  this 
hospital  has  not  been  required  either  by  our  own  district  or  by 
the  Wamley  Rural  District,  with  whom  we  have  an  agreement  to 
make  accommodation  for  smallpox  cases. 

For  other  infectious  cases  - scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
etc. , - we  have  an  agreement  with  the  same  authority  whereby 
/we  can  send  cases  to  their  hospital  at  Mangot sfield . 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  in  the  district  for 
unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  or  homeless  children. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  Infectious  cases  were  removed  by  our  own  horse 
ambulance  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  Wamley  District 
Council  acquired  a motor  ambulance  available  for  the  use  of 
this  District. 

(b)  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases  are  dealt  with  by 
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the  St.  John' 9 Ambulance  from  the  City  of  Bristol,  and  a word 
of  praise  must  be  given  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  service 
that  is  thus  rendered. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  etc.  are 
dealt  with  in  the  Laboratories  of  the  University  of  Bristol, 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council. 


LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 


Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act),  1890,  Part  III. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act),  1907. 

Sections  15,  16,  17,  18,  19.  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  27,  28, 
29,  30,  31,  32  and  33  of  Part  II. 


Part  III. 

Sections  52,  53,  54,  66,  66,  67,  68,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64, 
66,  66,  and  68  of  Part  IV. 


Sections  81,  86  and  86  of  Part  VII. 

Part  VIII. 

Jan.  31st,  1912.  Regulations  adopted  under  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

This  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  Health  Visitor. 


HEALTH  VI S I TOR 1 S WORK. 

( 1 ) Infant  Visiting.  # 

Children  under  1 year  were  visited  5 times  during  the 
t'welve  months.  Particular  attention  was  given  in  the  case  of 
delicate  children  and  more  frequent  visits  paid.  Advice  on 
hygienic  matters  and  feeding  was  given  where  necessary. 

( 2 ) Tuberculosis . 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  109  cases  under 
her  care;  to  these  were  added  14  new  cases,  and  one  transferred 
from  another  district.  10  Deaths  occurred  during  the  year, 
and  the  present  number  on  the  visiting  list  is  112. 

Shelter  cases,  ex-soldiers  and  sailors  and  pensioners, 
and  these  in  receipt  of  extra  diet,  are  visited  once  a month. 
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In  all  cases  supervision  was  made  with  the  view  of 
securing  proper  ventilation,  disinfection  of  sputum,  and  other 
preventive  measures. 

( 3 ) School  Work. 

Visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  177  defective  children 
referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  and  reports  made  out 
on  each  case  and  sent  to  the  County  M.O.H. 

During  the  12  months  1,385  children  were  examined  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  the  nurse  giving  the  necessary 
assi stance . 

In  July  she  also  rendered  assistance  to  myself  on  the 
occasion  of  swabbing  365  children  in  Hanhan  Council  School. 

The  infected  cases  were  followed  up  in  their  homes,  231  visits 
being  paid  and  the  appropriate  treatment  carried  out. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  spite  of  the 
extraordinary  drought  during  the  latter  half  of  the  3’ear  the 
water  supply  of  the  district  was  well  maintained  and  was  of 
good  quality. 


RAITOU 


This  was  remarkably  low,  namely  20.74  inches  for  the  year; 
the  average  for  the  last  35  years  being  32.84  inches. 


CHIEF  SA2JITARY  REQUIREMENTS. 

The  necessity  for  the  provision  of  a mortuary  still 
exists. 

Attention  must  be  called  to  the  restriction  of  space 
that  is  being  felt  for  the  purpose  of  burying  ground  in  the 
Kingswood  portion  of  the  district.  The  burying  ground  at  the 
Parish  Church  is  already  filled  up  and  immediate  action  is 
called  for  to  provide  more  space.  The  adjoining  field  has 
been  taken  over  by  the  Local  Government  Board  for  housing 
purposes,  but  as  the  housing  scheme  has  been  entirely  dropped, 
perhaps  arrangements  might  be  made  to  secure  some  portion  of 
this  land  and  so  meet  the  present  difficulty  of  burying  ground 
accommodation,  which  has  become  acute.  As  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Parish  Church,  in  the  absence  of  a cemetery,  to  provide 
burying  ground  for  all  classes,  extension  of  the  ground 
adjoining  the  Church  is  specially  required. 
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FORM  which  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the  County  of  Gloucester 
are  requested  by  the  PUBLIC  HEALTH  and  HOUSING  COMMITTEE  of 
the  COUNTY  COUNCIL  to  fill  up. 


TABLE  C.  KINGS WOOL  URBAN  LI STRICT. 

Year  1921. 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  1,555 
Population  (1921)  13,210 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  2,857 
Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  3,060 
Rateable  Value  £ 32,500 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £135.  8.  4 


2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Births 


( Legitimate 
( Illegitimate 


Total  M.  F. 

291  168  126  ) Birth  Rate  (R.G.  ) 

3 4 ) 22.2 


Deaths 


139  Death  Rate  (R.G.  ) 

10.5 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth: 

from  3epsis  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births 
Legitimate  21  Illegitimate  6 Total  21. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  5. 

Specify  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
which  has  received  or  required  comment. 

No  excessive  mortality. 


3.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease . 


Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  TotafL 
Boti fied,  " to  Ho  spital . Deaths 


Diphtheria  . 47  17  6 

Scarlet  Fever  10  1 - 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid ) - 

Puerperal  Fever  1 11 

Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  generally 
notifiable  ( specify 
disease  ) 


E.L.  2 
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3.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  (Continued). 


Cases 

Total 

Total 

admitted 

Death 

Disease.,.. 

Ca3es  notified 

to 

Hospital 

Other  diseases  notifiable 

locally.  (Specify  disease) 

Ery.  9 

1 

- 

Tuberculosis 

( M. 

12 

(a)  Pulmonary  (F. 

4 

Anterior 

( Total 

16 

Poleonyeliti s 

1 

1 

- 

(M. 

3 

(b)  Non-pulmonary  (F. 

2 

( Total 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  : 


Cases  notified  3 

Treated  at  home  1 

Treated  in  hospital  2 

Vision  unimpaired  Yes. 


4.  SICKNESS  DURING  YEAR. 

Diphtheria, number  of  cases  notified  unusually  high,  namely  47. 

5.  HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council  : 

Fever,  share  with  Warmley  R..D.  No.  of  beds  8 
Smallpox  - one  No.  of  beds  5 

( b ) Ambulance  Facilities  : 

(a)  For  infectious  cases  - Warmley  Motor  Ambulance. 

(b)  For  non-inf ectious  and  accident  cases  - None,  get 

St.  John's  Ambulance  from  Bristol. 

6.  LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  AND  LOCAL  REGULATIONS  RELATING 

TO  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  : No  alteration  from  last  year. 

7.  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

( 1 ) Water  Supply. 

Number  of  new  connections  with  public  supply.  4 

( 2 ) Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

In  what  parishes,  if  any,  is  there  need  for  : 

A sewerage  system?  Already  sewered. 

Improvements  in  sewage  Cormnenced  extension  of  sewage 

disposal?  system  in  Counterpool  Road. 
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7.  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  (Continued). 


Number  of  houses  in  each  parish  newly  connected 

with  sewers  7 

Number  of  notices  served  to  empty  “Privy  Vaults"  6 

Number  of  privy  vaults  abolished  5 

( 3 ) Refuse  Disposal. 

What  changes  in  the  collection  or  disposal  were 

made  during  1921?  Area  of  collection  slightly  extended. 

( 4 ) Numbers  inspected  of  each  of  the  following  : 

No.  on  No.  Total  No. of 

Regj  ster  Inspected  Inspections. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

- 

— 

— 

Slaughter  Houses 

14 

14 

236 

Bakehouses 

26 

26 

186 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops 

29 

29 

284 

Workshops  ) 

Residences  of  out-workers) 

461 

320 

390 

General. 


Number  of  complaints  received  4 

Number  of  nuisances  reported  to  District  Council :- 

( 1 ) Total  21 

( 2 ) 3wine  2 

Total  number  of  nuisances  abated  29 

Total  number  of  preliminary  notices  served  31 

Total  number  of  Statutory  notices  served  9 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  64 

Method  of  disinfection  used  Spraying. 


8.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : CHARLES  JOHN  PERROTT, 

qualifications:  L.R.C.S.I.,  L.R. C.P.I. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : H.  GLYNN  WARNE. 


9.  HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  2 

1 • Unfit  dwelling-houses. 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  126 

N umber  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  9 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  16 
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9.  HOUSING  ( Continued  ). 


2 , Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Hot-ices. 

Humber  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  70 

3 . Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  imder  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919: 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  See  above. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  20 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  16 


10.  WHAT  APE  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Increased  Cemetery  accommodation. 

Mortuary. 


(Signed)  C.  J.  PERROTT , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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RAINFALL  1921 


Rain  Gauge  fixed  at  Hopewell  Kill. 

Dia.  of  Funnel  5", height  of  top  above  ground  10'* , above  sea  level  373' 


Month 

Total  depth 
in 

Inches, 

Greatest  fall  in 

24  hours. 

! 

ilo . o f day  s 
on  which 
more  than 
.01  fell. 

— - ■ ...  i i.  , ...  -4 

Inche s 

Date 

\ 

1 

i 

January 

3.33 

. 70 

30th 

j 

18  j 

i 

February 

.30 

.26 

36  th 

l 

2 ! 

March 

1.81 

.27 

38th 

20 

April 

.81 

.45 

16th 

i 

5 

I 

May 

1.77 

.47 

7th 

13  j 

June 

. 15 

.09 

25th 

3 | 

July 

.80 

.25 

28th 

7 ! 

August 

2.30 

.54 

10th 

i 

13 

September 

3.68 

1.90 

11th 

6 | 

i 

October 

1.42 

. 33 

19th 

8 

November 

2.04 

.40 

4th 

12 

December 

2.33 

l . , -mr  -■ 

.63 

22nd 

17 

, — — ' 11  ■’ 

Total 

20.  74 

124 

Average  rainfall  for  last  35  years 


32.84. 


KINGSWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  of  the  INSPECTOR  0?  NUISANCES  for  YEAR  1921. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the 

year  1921. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  of  infectious  disease 
have  been  reported 


Diphtheria 

47, 

Scarlet  Fever 

10, 

Erysipelas 

9, 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

2. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

9 > 

Tuberculosis 

21, 

an  increase 
a decrease 
an  increase 

a decrease 
an  increase 


on  1920 

of 

42. 

a 

II 

9. 

(i 

If 

5. 

M 

(1 

6. 

II 

II 

a. 

The  number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  were  : 


Diphtheria  17.  Scarlet  Fever  1. 

Erysipelas  1.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  2. 


The  very  large  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  calls  for 
special  mention. 


The  City  of  Bristol  and  the  Wamley  Rural  District, 
between  which  this  district  lies,  also  suffered  more  than 
usual  from  this  disease,  and  it  was  prevalent  in  both  these 
areas  before  any  outbreak  occurred  in  this  district. 


The  majority  of  cases  were  of  children  attending  the 
Samuel  White  School  at  Hanhara. 


A careful  inspection  of  the  School  and  the  drainage  was 
made  and  everything  found  to  be  in  good  order. 

The  School  was  disinfected  twice  during  the  year. 


HOUSING  and  DRAINAGE . 


The  number  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year  was  126. 
Owing  to  depression  in  the  boot  trade  - the  staple  industry 
of  the  district  - many  small  owners  are  out  of  work  and  this 
has  made  the  work  of  getting  even  necessary  repairs  done  very 
trying,  and  in  some  cases  painful. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  District  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  West  Gloucester 
Water  Company,  and  only  a small  number  of  houses  obtain 
supplies  from  wells,  springs,  and  old  mine  levels. 

Notwithstanding  the  severe  drought,  the  district  has  been 
fortunate  in  having  a constant  supply  of  water  maintained. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD. 


The  slaughter-house s have  ’oeen  kept  clean  and  in  good 
order,  hut  are  not  of  modern  construction.  A small  district 
such  as  this  could  not  afford  to  erect  and  maintain  a Public 
Slaughter  House,  but  my  conviction  deepens  that  all  animals 
intended  for  human  consumption  should  be  slaughtered  at 
Central  Establishments,  where  adequate  supervision  could  be 
maintained. 


WORKSHOPS  AND  FACTORIES. 

All  the  factories  in  the  district  have  been  working  on 
very  short  time,  when  not  entirely  closed,  and  with  a smaller 
number  of  employees  than  in  former  years. 


OVERCROWDING. 

Overcrowding  continues  to  increase.  There  are  more 
than  300  cases  of  more  than  one  family  occupying  the  same 
house,  and  as  practically  all  the  houses  are  of  the  cottage- 
type,  this  is  more  than  usually  objectionable. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Council's  scheme  for 
providing  200  houses  is  in  abeyance,  as  until  further  housing 
accommodation  is  provided  the  houses  which  are  really  unfit 
for  habitation  cannot  be  closed. 


SCAVENGING, 


The  area  of  collection  has  been  slightly  extended,  to 
the  evident  advantage  of  the  people  living  in  the  extended 
area. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
( Signed  ) H.  GLYNN  WARNS. 
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